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H arvard, consistently ranked as one of the world’s best universities, has just been rated the worst for free speech in the United States.
e Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE), which compiled the rankings, described the state of free speech at

Harvard as “abysmal.”

is news is surprising, since in April over fiy Harvard academics formed a Council on Academic Freedom dedicated, in its words, “to
promoting free enquiry, intellectual diversity and civil discourse” on campus. e Council’s formation marked a milestone in official
recognition of the problem of free speech, mainly for conservative professors. e psychologist Steven Pinker and Lawrence H. Summers,
former advisor to President Clinton, are both members. So why does Harvard’s reputation continue to decline?

Having just finished a year at Harvard, I would say there’s a fairly simple explanation. It is misleading to speak of a free speech problem
when Harvard doesn’t really need free speech in the first place. e purpose of America’s elite universities, for decades, has been to serve as
hitching posts for the elite. Most people are there to climb the ladder and get a well-paid job. Once you understand this, you can see why a
university which professes to champion enquiry, tolerance and diversity ends up doing the exact opposite.

For starters, Harvard’s student body remains stubbornly homogeneous. Ten percent of
graduating seniors identify as conservative, versus 70 percent liberal. Diversity of race
and gender have improved — but these are relatively easy to achieve when affirmative
action privileges wealthy black students, and girls outperform boys at high school.

Diversity of class, though, is harder to achieve. One in four students come from America’s
top 10 percent richest households, about as many as come from America’s bottom 50
percent.

Put another way, Harvard’s student body is not only elite, but elitist. A few right-wing
provocateurs at the Republican Club notwithstanding, the scope for genuine
disagreement on political and moral issues is narrow. ere is no need for “free speech”
when most people on campus share a basic worldview.

If Harvard’s faculty had the authority to force their students to think differently on
contentious issues, things might be different. But the institution would prefer to keep
admissions rates and satisfaction levels high than impose anything so threatening as
pedagogy on its students.

A class I took last fall, in music composition, ended in bitterness when one student charged our professor with, among other crimes,
describing Nina Simone as “angry” (he was showing us her song, “Revolution”). What surprised me was our poor professor’s resignation:
to the petulant and untrue suggestion that he was racist; to the mutiny of his own teaching assistant, who encouraged us to make a formal
complaint if we felt sufficiently distressed; and to the remarks that would inevitably be made about him on the Harvard-wide student
survey once class was over.
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Students are expected to direct not only what they are taught, and how, but how they are rewarded for it too. Grade inflation is a universal 
problem, but the “Harvard A” is an inside joke, given how many students seem to get one. ose in charge can do little about it: students 
simply avoid the classes that are too difficult, punishing professors in turn.

e truth is that when higher education has eroded, year aer year, until it is little more than a theatre for entitled elites — a way-stop 
before lucrative careers in finance, consulting and medicine — there really is no need to defend something so antiquated as ideological 
diversity. Upstanding faculty members can preach veritas , Harvard’s motto, all they like. But the truth is, Harvard doesn’t really need free 
speech.

is article was originally published on e Spectator’s UK website.

By Oliver Rhodes

US EDIT ION OF THE WORLD’S OLDEST MAGAZINE

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=CaCYKom38ZKKuJqnBuvQPqfG5-ASsl_fbcs6m6tfrEdn_59qXDhABIKLL9pcBYMn2pozQpOQPoAHtwtm1AsgBAqgDAcgDyQSqBKQCT9BMFPOV1F1wrV6dgBNx6hfuUSQ6rx7NbszsKv_7iqaxg1sZUP3GPJ18qA9-TIeWwi5MmA09FI639_ZglxtG5owagrUPi_82cSoO6JfubuA9_KCjjnGXeBqeSw2cY-vEgbTfHMFHnWA7inkrC517A6ff7_wse-IU1o_e7OfRFpT6NKWLHWMSApPkf3clLcydJMSs6snWWLRh5CwoptvKImS1GfXPa6wnT9H53Grgj-KnPZfYLZPuZ_2p5sG6yB5DA5dsSnqDEGtdtzp9TvMMftgXGlkTiJoiYeom6C8pfZBErJKJ3lFXF59kszVqb4SXGVYbhVsXr1xVx4JkAUkK8pxb51Uo8kGEStKxZX6orWoA1-xX3z-2Ig9oddk67IEeWXmsz8AErtXftbYEiAWE8-LrS6AGAoAH-7ymygGoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbEC2AcB0ggZCIBhEAEYHjICigI6B4HQgICAgARIvf3BOrEJc1P2yboKHAqACgGYCwHICwHaDBAKChDg1Midia_vt0cSAgEDqg0CVVPIDQHYEwzQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIooeb_8udgQMVqaCOCB2peA5PEAEYASAAEgK38fD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSOwBpAlJWCPIpiQzgso8jBGTfSHs6NCUdkwtDeyoDIYGp43dOPZx2nRM4Tc9ssHd4yPtauylgIVoh67JXGAE&sig=AOD64_30j8n18fTqFz0A5ccCVDLUJKZI6A&client=ca-pub-2963044490081101&rf=2&nb=17&adurl=https://muscle-booster.io%3Fbranch-name%3Dchair%26test-name%3Dgo1cih%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26campaign_id%3D20358674820%26adgroup_id%3D152047184558%26ad_id%3D667936183322%26utm_term%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIooeb_8udgQMVqaCOCB2peA5PEAEYASAAEgK38fD_BwE
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/harvard-doesnt-need-free-speech/
https://thespectator.com/author/oliver-rhodes/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=C1Aifom38ZNi9J4_vuvQPgt26wAnwvfLfcrj04qaPEvuy-oyMGBABIKLL9pcBYMn2pozQpOQPoAHjivq_A8gBAqgDAcgDyQSqBKUCT9BWKmNy9j5e4Wd1LCtyrIGr4wLYXaLmYDzRtVM3B91_QFlQ3QUG4uh2SsC1JBxb2gGmmjjmaP4rt11wnUViq4wNLOrSaN4OAcRCOKHYHJXZOm4jqvAUlNO96NUBf80kQjOJIlyD446kJaPUNVPS0EBBdtoTJLb9_XxCygyKQwJQLzvF7TZ_7Xhks8m6ZmGuunBK3lAPzHcolXR5uH_qNO_G419xRtRVo7Pe6iuQuLTtSmUbktOXcBq_UiM3GegZkDwuw4OiAfhtUaGfJYJmm1Est8tU69XoCeLAWPRo5YtlwWet2RpvcXG06eiIpIX01o_9KN8m0LvSNS0Bhb1_GZT8ZSrJH0L8JTtrX65A_leu2VbK3fTVz-rG_Jw4vCCv-CQuYSbABI7gjofHBIgFp92ppkygBgKAB4X1hUCoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbEC2AcB0ggZCIBhEAEYHjICigI6B4HQgICAgARIvf3BOpoJYGh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5ocmEuY29tL3NjaGVkdWxlLzIwMjMvbmhyYS1jYW1waW5nLXdvcmxkLWRyYWctcmFjaW5nLXNlcmllcy9wZXAtYm95cy1uaHJhLW5hdGlvbmFsc7EJDAaEDfUXlQiACgHICwHgCwHaDBAKChCwiNjb56rgpjgSAgEDqg0CVVPIDQHYEw3QFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2Jac_8udgQMVj7eOCB2Crg6YEAEYASAAEgJ40fD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSOwBpAlJWiaN7IXHGjK2nQSHyTsBLt7ED0ueNKdXXF69rChoGmQD1li2pyzQ96kb_KstMnyH8QUqTD8TRGAE&sig=AOD64_3BAcg8h12uW4W0TB6VOcbAyBY1Zg&client=ca-pub-2963044490081101&rf=2&nb=17&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26ds_a_cid%3D136633869%26ds_a_caid%3D20481470119%26ds_a_agid%3D156512792590%26ds_a_fiid%3D%26ds_a_lid%3Daud-827882117499%26%26ds_e_adid%3D670550125116%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.nhra.com/schedule/2023/nhra-camping-world-drag-racing-series/pep-boys-nhra-nationals%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dreading23
https://thespectator.com/
https://thespectator.com/account/
https://thespectator.com/account/



